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hailing themselves as heirs to the american revolution the tea party movement staged
tax day protests in over 750 us cities in april 2009 quickly establishing a large and
volatile social movement tea partiers protested at town hall meetings about health care
across the country in august leading to a large national demonstration in washington on
september 12 2009 the movement spurred the formation or redefinition of several
national organizations and many more local groups and emerged as a strong force
within the republican party self described tea party candidates won victories in the
november 2010 elections even as activists demonstrated their strength and entered
government the future of the movement s influence and even its ultimate goals are very
much in doubt in 2012 barack obama the movement s prime target decisively won re
election congressional republicans were unable to govern and the republican party
publicly wrestled with how to manage the insurgency within although there is a long
history of conservative movements in america the library of social movement studies
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leans heavily to the left the tea party movement its sudden emergence and its uncertain
fate provides a challenge to mainstream american politics it also challenges scholars of
social movements to reconcile this new movement with existing knowledge about social
movements in america understanding the tea party movement addresses these
challenges by explaining why and how the movement emerged when it did how it relates
to earlier eruptions of conservative populism and by raising critical questions about the
movement s ultimate fate

what to make of the tea party to some it is a grassroots movement aiming to reclaim an
out of touch government for the people to others it is a proto fascist organization of the
misinformed and manipulated lower middle class either way it is surely one of the most
significant forms of reaction in the age of obama in this definitive socio political analysis
of the tea party anthony dimaggio examines the tea party phenomenon using a vast
array of primary and secondary sources as well as first hand observation he traces the
history of the tea party and analyzes its organizational structure membership ideological
coherence and relationship to the mass media and perhaps most importantly he asks is
it really a movement or just a form of manufactured dissent engineered by capital
dimaggio s conclusions are thoroughly documented surprising and bring much needed
clarity to a highly controversial subject

the tea party has been the most high profile and controversial social movement in the us
of recent times but real analysis of the tea party remains slim is it a genuine social
movement or a topdown interest group created by the republican party and corporate
funding crashing the tea party is based on first hand observation of local tea party
chapters and undertakes a critical journalistic and scholarly examination from the
national and local level paul street and anthony dimaggio provide a carefully
documented account which challenges conventional wisdoms crashing the tea party fills
the gap in public understanding about this particular social movement and how social
movements in general relate today to the ideologies of left and right and the mass
media

formisano s brief history certainly gives us clues

includes easy recipes instructions for making decorations and favors and simple
activities for all kinds of tea parties

the tea party first attracted the media spotlight with rick santelli s televised rant against
the government s bailout of mortgage borrowers on february 19 2009 which instantly
went viral as a video as the authors document however tea parties associated with the
ron paul movement had already been gathering momentum for more than a year
beginning as a protest against government spending sprees the tea party s sudden
fame forced it to define itself on many issues where the membership was seriously
divided fiscal conservatives who were usually liberal on social issues battled social
conservatives in an uneasy series of maneuvers that continues unresolved and is
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described in the book the tea party explained written by two tea party activists gives a
well documented account of the tea party its origins its evolution the bitter squabbles
over its direction its amazing successes in 2010 and its electoral rebuff in 2012 maltsev
and skaskiw analyze its demographics the many organizations which have tried to
represent appropriate or infiltrate the movement and the ideological divisions within

although there is a long history of conservative movements in america the library of
social movement studies leans heavily to the left the tea party movement its sudden
emergence and its uncertain fate provides a challenge to mainstream american politics it
also challenges scholars of social movements to reconcile this new movement with
existing knowledge about social movements in america understanding the tea party
movement addresses these challenges by explaining why and how the movement
emerged when it did how it relates to earlier eruptions of conservative populism and by
raising critical questions about the movement s ultimate fate

harper s magazine made its debut in june 1850 the brainchild of the prominent new york
book publishing firm harper brothers harper s magazine the oldest general interest
monthly in america explores the issues that drive our national conversation through long
form narrative journalism and essays and such celebrated features as the iconic harper
s index with its emphasis on fine writing and original thought harper s provides readers
with a unique perspective on politics society the environment and culture
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